REUBEN FCJKLS HMISTORY

Combined nistories of son, Reuben J. Foukes, dauzhter Catherine Emma Fowkes Sellers,
daughter Edith Elizabeth Foukes Janlass, granddaughter éarcaret Wanlass Schmith,
compllbd by 2ggdaughter Alona Perkes.

Reuben Fowxes was bora 1O Web. 1242 at Ibstoclk, Leicestershire, Enzland
beins the son of Richard Fowxeu and sary Barrass,

dhen Reuben was only 9 years old his father died, so hc used to work for the
farmers by wezding ths cro:s axd in that w.y he was quite a hely in provicing for
his mother and brother Charles.

Reuben first heard the gospel preached on the streets in England, and he was
baptized in 1855. Because he joined the church he becaie an outcist amoung his
companions. One Sunday morning some of his friends called on him and invited hinm
to go for a walk with them. I[[is .other uid not feel rizat about his going, but
finally said he could, They walked until they came to an olu abandoned wine, and®
afterwalking out on a trussel they pushed Reuben off, ran auay and left Reuben for
dead. He happened to land on a lot of loose sand so he survived the fall with
a lot.of bruises, a sorained knee and part of his fr.unt testh being broken off.

© . When Reuben reached dating aze he met the two Bacon sisters at church.- He
started paying alot of attention to Elizabeth who worked in a lace factory as an
oversecr. When he left for a few days bot girls felt that Elizabeth was his choice,
but a few days later a letter arrived addressed to lMary Bacon. Elizabeth claimed
the letter as hers but Mary insisted it was hers, so she put the letter, unopened,
“down the neck of her dress and said, "Je shall sce when Reuben comes again." + 4nd there
the letter remained untll a few days later Reuben arrived and varified that the:
lettér was indeed for liary, telling ner that he had fallen in love with her. :
Elizab:th remszined very anpgrey for a long tiwe over the situation. "

Reuben and Mary Bacon were married 5 &oril 1863 at Hugglescote, Lanc. Eng.::
on Baster Sun.ay. They Wwere later endowed at Salt Lake City, on Dec. 1.068.

Reuben, Mary and two little daughters; Edith Elizabeth & Ester, migrated
from England to anerica on the Ship "Minnesota" with a coupany of 53+ emigrating
Latter~Day-Saints on June 30, 1868. "They arrived in New York on 12 July 1803 after
spending 3-6 weeks on the ocean. They then traveled by railroad to Fort Larumie,
Wyoming which at that time was the terminal of the Unlon Pacific Railroad Company.
They continued thelr journey across the piains with the ox teasns, in a company
comnanded by Captain Loveland., They trJVCICU,alon; he Platt River for <ays & davs.
The "Blg Sandy" wiich was a mountain of sand was difficult to cross as the oxen
would sink up above thelr knees and the wah ns tc the hubs in the sand., ALl that
could possibly walk did, with Reuben carrying Edith Elizabeth most of tlie way on
his back. The he:t was so terrible that Mary hal a sun stroke and lost so much
welsihit that she lost her prizcd wedding ring in the quick sama and they nsver:
found it. They hau to forge the Platt River .iaay times and it wis very dangerous
because of the quick sand it contained. Wooi was acarce an! aifficult to cather
even enough to make fires to cock on, houwevcr, they were a hadoy grou> in
spite of all the cdiscoanforts. Taey held meetings, sang hymns and aad dances
along the way to break the monotony of the lonz joarney. They arrived ia Salt
Lake City on 20 &i:. 1368 with only what they stood in. :

Jisap ointument walted the Foukes fuaa 1y when they arrive. in Utah, for fhere
was pienty of work to do but no wmoney. Reuden's first job was working for W W.
CLuff in the Grass Creek [linz, but was never palv for his work tecause the c.apany
has no funds. HMary was an exceptionally good taillores: an rented a sewing:
machine that fastened on a table and had to be turned b hand, so she ma'e sults
for men anc lovely dressss for the ludics an: for her pay she recelved prouuce such
as; potatocs, flour, bacon, fruit, stc. 3She also would wallk miles tg get animal
fat to make canciles to sell.

The famil; woved to Coalville, Utal wasr Reuben bullt a home, swsing nis stone
mason and c¢ivil ensineer skills. There was a rock hill clese by so Reuben carriea
the large rocks aac! Elizabeth carried the small rocks to fill in the zaps between
the largze ones to mate a goold sizeu onc room home for them te live in., It had a
dirt floor, with cloth to cover the door and one window. There wasn't any lumber
of any kind so Reuzen cut cottonwnow trees into poles and used 1t for the bed, the
smaller tree branches wore uscd fur the roof, then covered wit: dirt. He zot
some straw from a man that threshed a small amount of 2rain ane uscd the straa fore -
a mattress. lc maie 13 fireplace tc xeco thew warn an to cive tiar 2 ulace o couk.
The house wis locatsi at the bants »f thc bheautiful Chalk Creek which bU“pllGd then
with water. There was no work to 2e 0w’ so thew 2loas wit: othe s, suffercd alot
of hardships. :



A baby girl was born to thew in their new rock house in ilay 1870, and
they named her Eveline Ifay, but thc folds called her "Hard tines" becausc sie came
in the middle of pJV“rt” and hards''ip, Tevy wsre very poor an. .iary couldn't nurse
her bables, anl because they coulin't aur i Lic <, Lary voiled rollsd Olto until
they were done, strained 1t and fediher baby on it. When thay were ready to bless
May, they didn't have a honnet so Mary tied one of Reubens hankerchiiefs on her
nead and this served as a bonnet. When the bhaby bscame fussy Mary would take a.-
little sugar mixed with water and soak a corner of cloth in the mixture and then -
let the baby suck on it, it was called a "sugar Tit" in those days insteac ofa pacifiscr.
They dian't have much to eat and when tlev did have EXour it was made 1nto
little round cakes and baked on the fireplace Reuben had uade.
Aout this particular time (1820) the Union Pacific Coal Company went to
Evanston and Almy Wyo., in the Bear River Valley to open some coal minss. 2Reuben
tosk 2-3 flour cakes, tied a quilt on his back an. walked from Coalville, Utah to
Alm7, Wyoming where he found work ant then sent for nis fanilys. PRey
Reuben decided to homesteal a piece of land alons the 3ear River. e 4zs:the
first white wan to take a wagoen down the east side of the Bear River, and he got
along well with the Tncians which roaméd frezly through the country. Cld Chief
Washake and his son called on Reuben freguently and thsy ate often together, Reuben
would rather feed the Indians than have them run his cattle off. >
Yis ranch consisted of 396 actes about 10 miles north of Evanston, Jdyom, and
he ralsed hay wiicih was cut with a scythe, he stocked his runca with cattle,
sheep and horses. He used to raise oxzen and teach them to work and then scll
them to the ranchers to plow or pull hewy loads. '
When the commany got started there wis work for everybody, expscially the
ones that were emigsrating in. Reuen later became supedintencent of the Union
Pacific Coal ilines, an: the Fowkes f .mil: : he cowmpunity grow into a verry
lovely place. Almy grew so fast the compzny 1ad to build a boardiny house to take
care of the working men, and the company asked ilary if she would tale care of the
boarding house which she did for many years. .
During the years 1883-4 the company shipped in quite a crew ol cul..anen to
work the ‘mines at reduced wases. Reuben was very displeased about it and it.
caused alot of trouble amounz the different mining grouvs. Tie couboys were in
syupathy with the 4nerican workers, one afternoon a man canse on horsebacie to
Reuben's home ani t0old his daughter Elizabeth to put 2 red light in the window
next to the road. A& first she sald she wouldn't , but went an' asksd her father :
about it. Reuhen salc she hai better do as she was akep, becausc there was going
to be trouble an! not much could be done about it. S0 Elizabeth went home anc put
a red caeckered tablecloth over the windov an’ sot alighted lamp on the tables °
behing the cloth to malie a red light. Everyone living near the Bear River
bridge pit a rec light in their window as a gulde for the cowbpgys £o use as a -
quide to chinetown. &t 12:00 P.1. The cowboys went to chia town and forced the
chineese unto flat cars and forceu the conductor to transport the Chinamen-
out of the country, and they hal no more trouble with the Chinecse and the mines.
There were very few loade. gun shells to buy so Reuben boucht 2 rclozcing outfit
ant would reload empty shells for their trins and hunting trios. IEverybody touk care
of their eapby shells, Reuben would get the empty tea contalners wade of lcad from
the store, break the lead into smull piecss, psut ties ints an iron ladle and hold
it on a hot coals of the fire until it weltca. Then he would pour it into molds
and the lead hardened quickly. For the shot gun shells, he nal a small measure
shaped like a mallet on one end and this measured the posdered and bucksaot. :
In the empty shedl he placed the hardened lead, measure of buck shiot, powder
a paper wad and then the shell was criuped around the top and realy for use.
They became the parents of 13 children, four of whom died in their routh, *but
the rest required 2 constant determinatio: on the part of both Reuben anl nary
to provide for thzir nseds. Reuben would have the cﬁild"n real a cuapter in the
Bible before going to bed czcn nigiht, ant ne wouald share :is wvery strong testlmony
of the vospcl w1L,n them, :
Reuben died very sui.enly at the are of 5C ycars ofi Feb., 24, 1892 at dmy,
Jinta County, Mjomlnh.
IMary liveu to be 74 years of a.e before joining Reuben in aer resting place
at dlmy, dyoming. ‘
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